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Notes: 
Aligned to the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in the London Borough of Merton 
 

  

Unit title The Christian Festivals 

Learning 
Objectives 

Pupils should learn about the celebration of Jesus’ birth and how it 
shows he is special for Christians 

Learning 
Outcomes 

Listen and respond to stories about the birth of Jesus (Attainment 

Target 1) 

Talk about how the Christmas story relates to experiences and feelings 
in their own lives e.g. birth of a baby (AT 2) 

Key question Why is the birth of Jesus so important for Christians? 

Possible teaching 
activity 

Identify the main symbols/artefacts of Christmas and talk about their 

meaning (AT1) 

Realize that some questions about Christmas are difficult to answer 
(AT2) 

Vocabulary Angel, God, Jesus, King, Saviour, Christ the Lord 
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Resources 

Lesson 1  
 Box of Christmas objects 

 Video clip (ready to go) 

 Props / dressing up items for Sheep, Shepherd, Angel 

 Torch 

 Doll wrapped in cloth 

 Worksheets printed out 

 
Lesson 2 
 List of Statements for the “In the Bible / not in the Bible” game 

 Video clip (ready to go) 

 Jesus and Christ names written out 

 Rescue Ring and Crown picture for teaching time 

 Baby Jesus gift box 

 Pictures to put inside the gift boxes printed out. 
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Lesson 1 – The Shepherds visited Jesus 
 

Activity and timings Resources 

Starter - ‘Christmas is a special time’ (10 minutes) 
 Christmas is a special time - I love Christmas do you?  

Are you starting to get excited? 

 I have a box full of special Christmas things. Can you 

guess what I have in here? 

 Take out objects associated with Christmas 

celebrations as children guess them, such as 

o Baubles, tinsel and other decorations. Can you 

think of other decorations people put on their 

tree? 

o Fairy lights. Does anyone in your road decorate 

the outside of their house? 

o Brussel sprouts. Do you know what these are 

called? Do you like them when they’re cooked? 

o Christmas pudding. Do you eat yours with 

cream, custard, brandy butter or brandy sauce? 

o Santa hat or white beard or costume. Do you 

know who wears this? What do they do at 

Christmas? 

o Nativity crib scene. Do you know who some of 

these people are? (Shepherds, wise men, Mary 

& Joseph) 

 Create an atmosphere of excited conversation with 

the children. Ask them simple questions and allow 

willing children to speak. Make these questions about 

personal experience rather than right/wrong so 

everyone can join in. 

 
There are many fun ways that we celebrate Christmas. For 
Christians, the special thing about Christmas is the celebration 
of Jesus’ birthday. Today we are going to learn about that first 
Christmas. (Refer to L.O.) 

A box of Christmas objects. Also, 
have some pictures of objects 
that you can’t put in the box (eg 
Roast turkey) 
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Guided Work – ‘Introducing the Bible and the Christmas 
story’  (10 minutes) 

 Christians believe that the Bible is God’s book and 

that it is true. The Bible tells us about Jesus. 

 Today we are learning from the Bible about when 

Jesus was born 

 Watch the video The Christmas Story – The 

Shepherds  (Luke 2: 8-16) 

 Teacher read Luke 2: 8-11 

 ‘Did you notice anything about what was said in 

the Bible and the video?’ (the words are the same, 

so the video was the real Christmas story from 

the Bible) 

Summary – ‘Shepherds were looking after their sheep in 
the field. An angel came and told them good news that 
Jesus had been born. The angels said that Jesus was king 
of the world and would rescue people – Jesus was a 
special baby’ 

Video available  
on Youtube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TaeBx6bPlv4 
 
A Bible or use the Bible text 
below 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaeBx6bPlv4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaeBx6bPlv4
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Optional interactive group work – ‘Can you remember?’ 
(5 minutes) 

 Have a box with some props and costumes in to 

allow the children to engage with the story of the 

shepherds visiting the baby Jesus: 

o A toy sheep or a piece of sheepskin 

coat/rug 

o A dressing gown, tea towel or shepherds 

costume 

o Angel wings (either bought or simply made) 

o Bright light or torch (for the angel’s glory 

that shone) 

o A cardboard sign with “Bethlehem” written 

on it 

o A life-size baby doll wrapped in a plain 

white cloth 

o A small cardboard box, filled with some 

straw. The box could be decorated to make 

it look more like a manger 

 The objects could be taken out of the box, or 

revealed from behind a screen. For each one ask a 

question such as 

o What could this be? 

o What does this remind you of from the 

story? 

o What happened to it/him/them in the 

story? 

o Summary: ‘When Jesus was born, angels 

sent shepherds to visit him. The shepherds 

found him, just as the angels had said.’ 

Any resources, props or costumes 
that could help the children to  
explore the story from Luke 2: 8-
16 
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Individual Work (children at their tables) – ‘The surprises 
of the story’ (10 minutes) 

 Explain worksheet. Children complete worksheets 

at their tables 

 ‘How did God tell the shepherds that Jesus had 

been born?’  

o ‘How do we normally tell people about the 

birth of a new baby?’ 

 ‘Where was the baby Jesus found?’ 

o ‘Where do we expect to find a baby?’ 

 ‘The Bible says Jesus was a special baby – angels 

told people that he had been born’ 

1 worksheet each (see below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plenary- ‘What have we learnt about Christmas?’ (5 mins) 
In pairs, encourage the children to talk about one thing 
they have been surprised about from the Bible story of 
the first Christmas.  
Wrap up:  There are so many different things that can 
make Christmas special – but for Christians the best 
thing is celebrating the birth of a very special baby – 
place a doll wrapped in cloth in the box 

 Invite responses 

Christmas box from starter task  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson 2 – The meaning of Jesus’ name 

God saves Jonah (continued) 

YEAR 5  /  LESSON 3                                                                                                                                 SUNDAY SCHOOL  
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Activity and timings Resources 

Starter - ‘In the Bible/Not in the Bible Quiz’ (10 minutes) 
Explain that we can read the story of the first Christmas 
in the Bible (the Christian special book). It is hard to 
know which parts of our Christmas celebration are from 
the Bible. Explain that for each fact you read out, you 
want the children to sit down if it is in the Bible’s 
Christmas story and stand up if it is not in the Bible (or 
walk to two different walls, or similar) 

 There were angels who gave God’s messages to 

different people. (Sit down. In the Bible)  

 There were reindeer in the fields near to where 

Jesus was born. (Stand up. Not in the Bible. 

Actually there were sheep) 

 The wise men followed a star to find where Jesus 

was born. (Sit down. In the Bible)  

 Jesus was born in a stable. (Sit down. In the Bible) 

 Father Christmas visited Jesus in the stable. 

(Stand up. Not in the Bible. Actually shepherds 

visited Jesus) 

 The angels built an enormous snowman to 

celebrate Jesus’ birth. (Stand up. Not in the Bible. 

Actually the angels sang a song to celebrate) 

 
There are many ways that we celebrate Christmas. 
Christians celebrate what happened on the first 
Christmas. Today we are going to learn about that first 
Christmas from the Bible. (Refer to L.O.) 
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Think/ Pair/ Share: - ‘What’s in a name?’ (10 minutes) 
Have a doll ready wrapped in cloths – hold it up 

 If you could choose any name for a baby, what 

would you chose and why? 

 Let the children discuss in their pairs and take 

answers. 

 Jesus was given very important names that tell us 

about who he is and why he is so special. 

 ‘Jesus’ means ‘Saviour’ or ‘God saves’  

 ‘Christ’ or ‘Christ the Lord’ means ‘King’  

 Let’s watch the video again and when you hear 

the name Jesus or the word, ‘Saviour’ point to the 

picture of the life ring, and when you hear the 

name ‘Christ’ or the word ‘Lord’ point to the 

picture of the crown. 

 Watch video again. 

 
Recap 
 ‘The Bible says that an angel came and told the 
shepherds that Jesus had been born. That Jesus was a 
special baby. He was born to save  people and to be their 
king’ 

 

Place on the Whiteboard:  
a picture of a life ring next to the 
word, ‘Jesus’. 
a picture of a crown next to the 
word, ‘Christ’. 
 
Video available  
on Youtube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TaeBx6bPlv4 

 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaeBx6bPlv4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaeBx6bPlv4
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Individual Work (children at their tables) – ‘Jesus in a box’ 
(15 minutes) 
 

 Give each child a ‘Baby Jesus gift box kit’, 

available from “Baker Ross” in the UK by mail 

order.  

 Give each child a row of the pictures- Rescuer, 

King and Blank thought bubble. 

 The children can make up their boxes, then put 

each of the three images in the box.  

 Ask the children to write one thing they have 

learnt in the thought bubble. 

 
 

A ‘Baby Jesus gift box kit’ for 
each child 
 
https://www.bakerross.co.uk/bab
y-jesus-gift-box-kits  
 
1 row of pictures (see below) 

Plenary- ‘What have we learnt about Jesus Christ?’ (10 
mins) 
In pairs, encourage the children to talk about one thing 
they have learnt that makes Jesus important to 
Christians. 
Invite responses 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bakerross.co.uk/baby-jesus-gift-box-kits
https://www.bakerross.co.uk/baby-jesus-gift-box-kits
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Bible Text 
Luke 2:8-16  
The Shepherds and the Angels 

2 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is Christ[a] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.”  
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying,  
 14 “Glory to God in the highest,  
   and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  
 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  
 
Footnotes:  

a. Luke 2:11 Or Messiah. “The Christ” (Greek) and “the Messiah” (Hebrew) both mean “the Anointed One”; 
also in verse 26. 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202:%208-16&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-24977a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202:%208-16&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-24977
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Christmas – Jesus’ Birthday 
 
 
Draw lines from the picture of Baby Jesus to the correct picture. 
How did God tell the shepherds that Jesus had been born?  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baby Jesus 
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Where was the baby Jesus found? 
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‘Jesus’ means 

‘God’s saves’ 

 

 

 

‘Christ’ means ‘King’ 

I have learnt about 

Christmas that… 

 

‘Jesus’ means 

‘God’s saves’ 

 

 

‘Christ’ means ‘King’ 

I have learnt about 

Christmas that… 

 

‘Jesus’ means 

‘God’s saves’ 

 

 

‘Christ’ means ‘King’ 

I have learnt about 

Christmas that… 
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‘Jesus’ means 

‘God’s saves’ 

 

 

‘Christ’ means ‘King’ 

I have learnt about 

Christmas that… 
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Top Tips 

Preparation 

 Check with the schools if they have RE syllabus units/objectives or year groups they would like to 
focus on 

 Find objectives in the Agreed RE Syllabus that the school request falls under 
 Check for schemes of work on your areas Diocese website. 
 Schedule lessons 15 minutes apart to enable time to get to the next lesson and to focus more on 

relationships with teachers  
 Consider getting a list of questions that the children want answered in advance from teacher, to 

assist in preparation 
 Use drama and interaction 
 Use a range of group, paired and whole class activities 
 Give all children a chance to discuss what they think – do not spend too much time as a whole 

class asking directed questions, rather discuss things in pairs/table groups 
 'think, pair, share' is good - give children a minute to think on their own (think), ask them to 

discuss with someone near them (pair) and then take feedback on what pairs have come up with 
(share).  

 Teachers assess KS1 RE using photos/pictures/anecdotal evidence of what children have said on 
post it notes. So rather than use worksheets could get KS1 children to draw key things (think and 
recall) 

 Worksheets can be good to aid looking at verses in the Bible with KS2 
 Make it an interesting lesson, stick with the facts 
 Be very careful to phrase the teaching in a neutral way  
 Be sensitive with Reception age to not include detail that could offend e.g. nailed to a cross 
 Pray that God will spur the children’s hearts as a result of what they are hearing 

Delivery 

 Our motive is to teach facts about Christianity accurately. It is not an opportunity to convert 
 Introduce yourself as... I’m a Christian, I go to X Church. I have been asked in to tell you what 

Christians believe about... 
 Pace is key  
 Don’t say anything contentious 
 Give the children an opportunity to respond 
 Include lots of ‘Christians believe...’ and ‘In the Bible it says...’ 

Future 

 Use lessons as training opportunities for others in the church, with a view to making school 
lessons a sustainable ministry. 

 


