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You will need…   

  

 Narrator 

 Religious Leader in an academic gown and a big Bible. 

 Religious armed bloke is in a generic Biblical costume with sword. 

 Pilate is in a smarter Biblical costume. 

 Soldier in camouflaged jacket   

 Angel in a white boiler suit  

 Easter egg 

 Matches 

 Wheel 

 mixing bowl 

 

 
The story 

Character/Actions Lines 

 Good morning, it is great to be here for this Assembly. My 
name is X, I’m here from X Church 

Narrator: What do you think is the most important moment in the 
history of the world? 

Helper 1: (come on with lit 
match, burn fingers) 
 
Helper 2: (come on with a 
wheel) 
 
Helper 3: (come on with a 
mixing bowl over face, walking 
as if on the moon) 

Invention of Fire “Not going to use that again” 
 
 
Invention of wheel “Now I just need to invent a bike” 
 
 
First man walking on the moon  
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Narrator: For Christians the week of the very first Easter is the most 
important week in History. It changed everything; the way 
we think about life, the way we think about death, the way 
we think about everything. 
 
Jesus had become the number 1 celebrity of his day. He’d 
only been in the public eye for about 3 years. Wherever he 
went crowds followed him. Whatever he said, people 
listened. Whatever he did, people talked about it. People 
were really starting to think that he was the leader they’d 
been waiting for. But not everyone was so keen on Jesus. 
Here is one of his enemies- one of the religious leaders of 
the day. 

Religious leader: We’re not going to take any more of this. I’m sick of it. The 
people; they all think Jesus is terrific. But we don’t. He’s 
always telling us we’re getting it wrong- that our ideas on 
God are all wrong. He keeps saying He’s the Son of God. 
What nonsense! It wouldn’t be so bad. But everyone else 
believes him. We’ve got to get rid of him... forever. We just 
need to find the right time, when he’s on his own. 

Narrator:  Then, they found their moment. One of Jesus’ own friends, 
a man called Judas, agreed to betray Jesus. He would lead a 
gang of thugs to Jesus when he was alone, when no one 
was around. Here’s one of the gang now. 

Religious armed bloke: So let’s get the plan clear, Judas. We’ve only got one 
chance and we’ve got to get it right. You’re going to take us 
to a quiet place, where you know for sure, that Jesus will 
be. When we get there, when it’s dark, you’ll walk up to 
Jesus. Then we’ll know it’s him, and grab him. He won’t 
know what’s hit him. Before he knows where he is, we’ll 
have him in front of the Jewish big wigs. They’ll sort him 
out. 
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Narrator:  So, it went according to plan, except he didn’t fight or even 
run, he just went with them. And they took him to a 
meeting, where all the religious leaders were gathered. All 
of them, against just him. They wanted the truth. 

Religious Leaders:  Jesus, I’m only going to ask you this once: Are you God’s 
promised King? Are you the Son of God?  

Narrator:  And Jesus said, “I am “ 

Religious Leaders:  D’yer hear that? Pause.  He said he was! We heard it. With 
our own ears. We don’t need to hear anything more. No 
one can claim to be the Son of God and expect to get away 
with it. Who does he think he is? He deserves death for 
this. 

Narrator:  But the problem was, that the Religious leaders had no 
power to punish Jesus, they needed the Roman Governor, 
Pilate. Pilate was like the Prime Minister of the day. 

Pilate:   Jesus, You say you’re the King of the world. But you’re not 
saying anything to me to explain yourself. Don’t you get it? 
The religious leaders want you dead. You’ve got to talk to 
me. I can help.  I don’t think you’ve done anything wrong, 
but unless you talk to me I can’t help you.... Alright, this is 
what I’ll do: there’s a tradition that I can release one 
criminal at this time of year. I’ll offer you and a murderer, 
called Barabbas to the crowd. It’s a no brainer. They’ll 
choose you to be released, then I’ll let you go and it won’t 
be my problem. 

Narrator:  That’s what Pilate did. He brought Jesus out in front of the 
crowd. What he didn’t know is that the religious leaders 
had told the crowd what to say. So when Pilate said to 
them, “Who shall I release Barabbas or Jesus?” they started 
shouting.   

Religious armed bloke:  Barabbas! Barabbas! We want Barabbas! Punish Jesus! 
Punish Jesus! Punish Jesus! 
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Narrator:  So Pilate did as they asked. He had Jesus beaten and nailed 
to a cross. It was the worst punishment they had, normally 
for the most serious criminals like murderers, but Jesus had 
done nothing wrong. Wait, here’s one of the crowd coming. 

Religious armed bloke:  Come on, you did miracles, you were so full of how 
impressive you were, get yourself down from there. You 
fixed everything else, fix this; if you can. 

Narrator:  Everyone seemed to be there making fun of Jesus. The 
religious leaders won’t going to miss this. 

Religious Leader:   You saved others, but you can’t save yourself. Come on 
King Jesus. Come on your Majesty, come down now, then 
we’ll believe you, and even worship you. 

Narrator:  After many hours, Jesus took his last breath, and the eye 
witnesses tell us that it was a Roman Army Officer who said 
the most surprising thing that day.  

Soldier: Long pause. Surely, this was the son of God. 

Narrator:  So you’d imagine that was the end of the story. Jesus, a 
man who said and did so much, died in the most horrible 
way. On the Friday, His body was wrapped in cloths and 
laid in a tomb, with a heavy stone placed across the door. 
The Religious leaders were nervous that Jesus’ friends 
would try something so they had a soldier stand guard at 
the cave.  
But this isn’t the end of the story.  
On the Sunday morning, some of Jesus’ friends came to the 
tomb to finish preparing his body for burial, but they didn’t 
find what they were expecting. 
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Angel:  Don’t be surprised, I’m an angel, sent from God to explain 
what’s happening. You’re looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here. You can go into the tomb and see 
where his body was. It’s not there. He’s alive. He’s back 
from the dead. Now go tell his friends what’s happened. 
He’s going to meet you there. He’ll see you, alive and well. 
Just like he told you he would. 

Narrator:  When Jesus died it looked like a remarkable life had come 
to a messy end. Like so many others in history. A bit special, 
but not the most important man in history of the world. But 
by rising from the dead, just as He said he would, never to 
die again – well that makes Jesus unique. Suddenly we have 
to ask whether the soldier got it right about Jesus, “Is Jesus 
really the Son of God?” Because only God has power over 
death.  

 That’s why we’re still celebrating Easter 2000 years later.  
And that’s why for Christians the week of the very first 
Easter is the most important week in history – it changed 
everything . Because it was the first time that death was 
not the end – because we believe that Jesus came back to 
life. Christians believe we can have new life because of 
Jesus’ new life. New life for all those who follow Jesus. 
That’s why we give each other Easter eggs. An egg is the 
sign of new life, the beginning of new life. So enjoy giving 
each other an Easter egg this Easter – enjoy eating them, 
knowing they are the sign of new life. Happy Easter!  

 I’m going to pray. Praying is just talking to God, let’s put our 
hands together and close our eyes.  
You don’t have to pray. If you want to sit and think about 
something you’ve heard, that’s fine. 
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Dear Father God,  
 
Thank you for Easter- chocolate eggs, relaxed time with 
families, friends and great fun together. Even better, thank 
you for Jesus Christ- he is the reason to celebrate Easter. 
Thank you that he gave his life for people like us. And he 
rose so that we can have new life. Help us to understand 
this better this Easter. 
Amen 

 

God saves Jonah (continued) 
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