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Jesus and the mean man 

        Luke 19:1-10                                                                                                                                                            ASSEMBLY                                      

 

You will need…   
  

 A back wall or flat surface for the “good-ometer” 

 A variety of clipart style pictures of different kinds of people.  

e.g. millionaire, police officer, footballer, prisoner, student, nurse, mum, you (represented by a hand 

pointing towards us), Jesus (represented by a silhouette of a man with a crown), a ‘mean man’ to 

portray Zacchaeus.  

 A table and two chairs. 

 

This assembly can be led by one person; or two (with one reading red, the other blue) 
 

 

The story 

Character/Actions Lines 

 
 
 
 

Walk to one side of the 
stage/space  
Walk to the other side of the 
stage/space 

Good morning everyone, my name is X and this is Y and we 
are from Z Church.  
 
Let’s start with the good-ometer.  Our good-ometer 
measures how good people are, with good people at one 
end 
and bad people at the other  
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Take each clipart picture in 
turn. Hold it up. Explain who it 
is. Stand at the “bad” end. Walk 
slowly towards the “good” end. 
Invite the children to vote for 
when they think the character 
belongs. Repeat for the other 
characters. Get some 
atmosphere with some 
comments of surprise or 
humour. Finish with “you”. 
Don’t include Jesus or 
Zacchaeus 

Let’s have a go. I’ll show you a person. I’ll walk them along 
our good-ometer, from the bad end to the good end. I want 
you to put your hand up when I’m at the right place on the 
good-ometer. When half of your hands are up, I’ll place the 
picture on the good-ometer Ready? All clear? Okay.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

Today we’re going to hear a true story from the Bible about 
Jesus and a mean man! It comes from a part of the Bible 
called Luke. Let’s tell you what happened. 

Hold up the picture of 
Zacchaeus the “mean man” 
 
 
 
Place the “mean man” picture 
on the good-ohmmeter at the 
worst position, making clear 
that’s where everyone would 
put him 

Zacchaeus lived in a place called Jericho and was the tax 
collector of that area. Tax collectors were in charge of 
collecting money from the people to give to the 
government. But Zacchaeus took too much from everyone, 
and kept it for himself. He became very rich by taking other 
people’s money. Almost everyone hated him. 
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Look at helper, helper kneel 
down 

Jesus was travelling through towns and villages explaining 
who he was and why he’d come. He was doing amazing 
miracles to show he had God’s power. Everyone was always 
very excited to see Jesus. 
 
One day Jesus was passing through Jericho where 
Zacchaeus lived. Lots of people had heard of his arrival and 
were very excited to see Him. Zacchaeus really wanted to 
see Jesus, but he was short. He could not see over the 
crowd. 

Zacchaeus: (internal 
monologue out loud) 
 
 
Z stands on a chair 

Oh no! What am I going to do?  I can’t believe Jesus is 
finally here in our town and I can’t even see him.  Nope, 
she’s too tall…he’s too big. Eugh, there must be some way!  
Wait…there’s a tree over there. I could try and climb up it 
and watch Jesus from there. 

 
 
 
Walk over to tree and look up 
 
As Jesus: 

Zacchaeus ran ahead and climbed up a sycamore-fig tree to 
get the perfect view of Jesus when he passed by. He could 
see him getting closer and closer until he was almost at the 
bottom of the tree. Then suddenly…  
 
Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your 
house today.  

Zacchaeus: 
 
 
 

Err… Yes, okay! Right. So good to meet you, so good to see 
you. Yes, of course you can stay at my house. How great. 
This is amazing. I can’t believe you’ve picked me …Mr, Mr 
Jesus.  
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Pick up Bible 
 
 
 
 

At this point the crowd couldn’t believe their eyes or their 
ears. “Jesus! Speaking to Zacchaeus! The most hated man in 
Jericho!”  
The Bible says “All the people saw this and began to 
mutter. He has gone to be the guest of a sinner” 
 
They couldn’t believe that Jesus had chosen the most hated 
man in the town. The man who stole their money. They 
thought this was unbelievable! Why would anyone choose 
to go for a meal with Zacchaeus?! 

Jesus and Zacchaeus sit down 
at a table together 

We don’t know the conversation that they had together 
that day but we know what Zacchaeus said afterwards… 

As Zacchaeus: Look Lord! Here and now I want to give half of all that I 
own, to the poor, and if I’ve cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four times the amount!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Put hand on Zacchaeus. 
Speaking as Jesus:  
 
As Zacchaeus  
 

Speaking as Jesus: 

Wow Zacchaeus is completely different! He’s changed.  
Zacchaeus was so excited that Jesus had chosen Him. He 
wanted to show how thankful he was by giving money back 
to the people he had stolen it from.  
 
Jesus was delighted with Zacchaeus’ change of heart. He 
then said… 
 
 
Zacchaeus. 
  

Yes Lord? 
 

Today rescue has come to this house, because this man too 
is now a son of Abraham - You are in my family. For the 
Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.  
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Reading from the Bible  
 
Hold up the picture of Jesus  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place the picture of Jesus 
beyond the “good” end of the 
good-ometer- all the way 
around the next wall  
 
 
Stand at the Jesus picture and 
point to the picture of 
Zacchaeus, all the way down at 
the “bad” end 

This is hard to understand. Jesus said that he  
‘…came to seek and save the lost’  
 
Jesus came to look for lost people so that he could save 
them. Zacchaeus was lost but Jesus found him and saved 
him.  
 
But what made Zacchaeus lost? I thought he was up in the 
tree! 
Zacchaeus was lost because he was far away from being in 
God’s family. On our good-ometer, Jesus would be out 
here.  
 
He was perfect. Really so good, so kind, so loving, that he’s 
beyond what we can imagine.  
 
Zach was mean, he was a cheat and people hated him for it. 
But most importantly, he wasn’t in God’s family. It was like 
he was “lost” from God.  

Go and get the picture of 
Zacchaeus and take it to the 
picture of Jesus and stick it next 
to Jesus 
 
 
Key Stage 2 (Over 7’s) only 
 
 
 
 
Pointing to picture of Jesus 

That day Jesus saved Zacchaeus.  Jesus brought Zach into 
his family. He didn’t make Zach perfect. But he forgave 
Zach for everything Zach had done wrong, and told him 
that he could be in God’s family for ever. That’s what it 
means to be “saved” 
 
 
 
People often think that being a Christian means being a 
good person. They think that Christians are at the top, top 
end of the good-ometer. But that’s not true. Christians 
aren’t good enough. No one will ever be as good as Jesus 
Being a Christian means knowing that Jesus is good 
enough. Jesus is the one who saves people, even bad 
people, and makes them part of his family. 
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 Jesus continues to do this for people today.  Jesus finds 
people, no matter where they are on the good-ometer, and 
brings them into his family. 
 
Today let’s not decide someone is too bad for us to care 
for. Once we realise that we all do wrong things sometimes, 
it’s easier to understand that other people do too. Let’s be 
kind to them anyway. Just like Jesus was kind to 
Zacchaeus. Let’s care for one another. Let’s show each 
other kindness and understanding. 
 

All age groups 
 

I’m going to say a prayer now. When I pray, I’m just talking 
to God, I close my eyes to concentrate and put my hands 
together. If you don’t want to pray, please think about 
something you have heard today. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Father God, 
Thank you that no one is too bad for you. Thank you that 
Jesus came to find and save the worst of people. 
 
Please help us to be kind to everyone today. Please help us 
to be kind to even the people who are not kind to us. 
 
Amen 

 
 

God saves Jonah (continued) 
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