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Hot cross bun and Easter Egg 

      A drama                                                                                                                                                                   ASSEMBLY                                      

 

You will need…   

  

 Narrator, inspector, and Roman soldier, Peter characters 

 Supermarket shopping bag 

 Packet of hot cross buns, one with “Jesus died” written on it 

 Easter egg 

 

 
The story 

Character/Actions Lines 

 Good morning, it is great to be here for this Assembly. My 
name is X, I’m here from X Church 

 
 
 Inspector enters 

I’d like you to use your imagination this morning. Imagine a 
police station. In that police station there is a Chief 
Inspector. He is an excellent investigator- the best there is. 
No case is too hard for him. But this latest case is baffling 
him. 
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Inspector: Walks on with a 
supermarket shopping bag, 
looking frustrated. 
 
 
Pause 
 
 
 
 
 
Pull a packet of hot cross buns 
out of the shopping bag 
have a mouthful 

Well, this case is impossible. It sounded so simple, The 
guv’nor said, “Find out the truth about Easter”. Well, I’ve 
been looking into it and I just can’t make any progress. I’ve 
got a bag of shopping, two eye witnesses and no idea what 
to make of it.  Its 2000 years since the events occurred, so 
how can I be expected to find out the truth?  

Maybe if I showed you the evidence, we could work it out 
together. They say 2 heads are better than one, so with a 
whole school, we should be able to do it! 

Right, this is how far I’ve got. I’ve looked in the shops for 
evidence to understand Easter. 
Why do we have hot… cross… buns? They taste great! 
But what is it about a hot cross bun that tells us about 
Easter?  

In marches Roman Soldier, 
saluting 

 

Hail Caesar! May I answer that? 

Inspector: 
 
 

Oh right yes, um, the Roman Centurion. My first witness. 
Absolutely. The Bible eye witness account says you were 
there that first Easter. Can you help? 

Roman soldier: 
 
 
 

What you call a “hot cross bun” is clearly to remember the 
CROSS! The wooden cross was our most serious device for 
punishing criminals. That Friday it was my job to stand at 
the cross and make sure that this Jesus chap actually died, 
on the cross. 

I had seen many criminals die on the cross, but I remember 
this Jesus because he wasn’t a criminal. He taught people 
about God, he made sick people better but there was really 
no reason why he should be punished with death. But that 
didn’t stop the Jewish leaders and our Roman governor 
from ordering his execution. 
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Inspector: So he didn’t die then? Is that what we’re celebrating at 
Easter? That this good man got away and didn’t die on the 
cross? 

Roman Soldier:  
 
 
 
 
 
salute, and march out 

Oh no, he definitely died. I’m good at my job! I made sure 
he was dead. I pushed a spear into his side, to make 
absolutely sure. We never take anyone off the cross, unless 
we’re sure they’re dead… because they’re criminals and 
that’s their punishment. 
That’s all I have to report  
 

Inspector:  

 

 

 

Hold up a big hot cross bun 
with “Jesus died” on it 

Oh? This isn’t much of a celebration… or much of a 
mystery. We’ve got a dead body. We know how he died. 
We know who killed him. The only mystery is why we’re 
still remembering a horrible death 2000 years later. 

But we have learnt something. The hot cross bun reminds 
us of the cross. Jesus did nothing wrong and yet he died on 
a cross.  

 

 
Pull an Easter egg out of the 
shopping bag 

But that isn't the end of the story… or the end of the 
shopping! There seem to be a great number of these… 
Easter is a celebration and that’s why we give each other 
Easter eggs. But why? 

Eggs? Eggs? Chicks hatch out of eggs…. Eggs are a sign of 
new life! But what’s that got to do with Easter? 

In comes Peter: Excuse me, can I answer that? 

Inspector: Oh yes! Peter, a fisherman,… and one of Jesus’ followers , 
aren’t you? My second witness. Absolutely. The true Bible 
story of that first Easter says, you were there. 
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Peter: I can explain why you give each other eggs: to show new 
life. 

I’ll need to go back a bit. We took Jesus’ dead body and put 
it into a cave, wrapped it in strips of linen then a big rock 
was put in front of the cave. That was on Friday. On the 
Sunday, Mary Magdalene went down to the cave to put 
some spices on the body- it’s what we did back then. 

Well, when they got there, the stone had been rolled away 
and the cave was empty. They came to get us. We ran 
there to see. When we got there, we found it empty and 
the strips of linen just lying there. 

Inspector: So, Easter is a time to celebrate a missing body? 

Peter: Jesus was alive! 

Inspector: What? That can’t be right. The Centurion just swore that 
Jesus was dead. That’s what the hot cross bun is all about. 

Peter: He was dead. And then he was alive 

Inspector:[frustrated] You don’t seem to understand what “dead” and “alive” 
means! 

Peter: He was dead, and then 3 days later he was alive. I saw him. 
I touched him. I saw him eat. 

Inspector:  

Goes to walk away 

You’re a rubbish witness. I’m going to ignore you. You can’t 
be trusted. You must have imagined it, or dreamt it.  

Peter: We’ve got more than 500 people who saw Jesus in the 
following weeks and months. We ate with him. Some 
women met with him outside his tomb. Some of his 
followers walked all the way to Emmaus with him. And 
there were more. Do you want me to go on? 
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Hold up a big hot cross bun 
with “Jesus is alive” on it 
 

No, that’s enough. This is unbelievable, but there is no 
other conclusion. This guy is definitely alive.  
So we eat chocolate Easter eggs to remind us of Jesus’ new 
life. Just like a chick is new life as it comes out of the egg, 
Jesus had new life when he came alive from his grave.  
 
We’ve cracked it. Get it? Eggs? Cracked? Just my little joke. 
Or yolk! We understand the meaning of Easter; the hot 
cross bun reminds us that Jesus died on the cross. And 
chocolate Easter eggs remind us that Jesus came alive. 
Amazing. But is there more? 

Narrator: Well done! That was just a drama. I asked you to use your 
imagination. But all the facts are true. You can find them in 
the Bible. There is more! Christians believe that Jesus died 
for a reason. He died to save normal people like us and rose 
again to rule in Heaven. That’s where he is today.  

So when you eat your hot cross buns and chocolate eggs 
this Easter you can remember that Jesus died and rose 
again, so that we can have new life with him, forever. 

 I’m going to pray. Praying is just talking to God, let’s put our 
hands together and close our eyes.  
You don’t have to pray. If you want to sit and think about 
something you’ve heard, that’s fine. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Father God,  
 
Thank you for Easter- chocolate eggs, buns, relaxed time 
with families, friends and great fun together. Even better, 
thank you for Jesus Christ- he is the reason to celebrate 
Easter. 
Thank you that he gave his life for people like us. And he 
rose so that we can have new life. Help us to understand 
this better this Easter. 
Amen 

 

God saves Jonah (continued) 
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